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N E W S L E T T E R

The South African Council for the Architectural 
Profession (SACAP) is legally charged to 
regulate the architectural profession in 

South Africa in terms of the Architectural 
Profession Act No. 44 of 2000 (the Act). The 

architectural profession includes professional 
architects, senior architectural technologists, 

architectural technologists, architectural 
draughtspersons and candidates in each of 

the categories of registration, all of whom are 
required to be registered with SACAP before 

they can practice architecture.

SACAP regulates the architectural profession 
by setting up standards for registration, 

education and training, professional skills, 
conduct, performance and ethics. SACAP 
also keeps a register of candidates and 
professionals who meet the standards; 

approve programmes at higher institutions 
of learning which persons must complete to 
register; and take action when professionals 
on our register do not meet the standards. 

More information about SACAP is available on
www.sacapsa.com or call 011 479 5000.     

About
SACAP

www.sacapsa.com
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 While we will be focusing on crafting 

a new road map, we must reflect on the 

work done by the 5th term, so that the 

new strategy is laid on the foundation 

of all the work of the 5th term Council. 

SHAPING 
THE FUTURE

PRESIDENT’S 
WELCOME NOTE:

Effective regulation and transformation 
of the architectural profession 

I am honoured to address you as the re-elected 6th term 
Council  President for the South African Council for the 

Architectural Profession (SACAP).  Soon, in the new year, 
the 6th term Council will gather to craft a new strategy that 
will guide us to fulfil the vision and mission of SACAP for the 
improvement of the architectural profession. While we will 

be focusing on crafting a new road map, we must reflect on 
the work done by the 5th term, so that the new strategy is 

laid on the foundation of all the work of the 5th term Council.

A Glimpse of areas of focus for 
the 6th term Council  

As a Council, we function in a complex and dynamic 
environment in which stakeholder expectations and 
demands for registered persons and the public are 

expanding. The profession faces pressure on multiple fronts, 
including anti-transformative procurement policies that are 
rendering the profession unsustainable being implemented, 

construction mafias, the high attrition rate of architecture 
graduates and candidature registration, slow transformation 
in the profession, inefficiencies in the approval of planning 
applications at various local authorities, the proliferation 

of unregistered persons in the profession and lack of 
mentorship opportunities for many graduates due to low 

employment opportunities in the architectural profession.

The 6th term Council will formulate a new strategy  
and develop programs to address the challenges  to 

advance the profession. 

As we close for the holiday season, I wish to thank all 
registered persons for the support throughout the year. 

Charles Ntsindiso Nduku
President of SACAP
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While expending his powers as prescribed by the Act, on the 
17th of November 2023, as marked on the calendars at the 
South African Council of the Architectural Profession, the 

Honourable Minister of Public Work and Infrastructure inaugurated 
the 6th Term Council. The Council will sit at the helm to guide 
the profession of Architecture while resolving critical matters of 
education, transformation, professional fees, Identification of work, 
continued professional development, recognition of prior learning, 
investigations, stakeholder relations, and finance. This list marks 
the mandates of the South African Council for the Architectural 
Profession, SACAP. 

The 5th Term of Council culminated with me holding the position 
of Vice-President of the board. A near 90% vote gave rise to my 
return as Vice President of the 6th Term Council. The Council spoke 
and I submitted. The role of the vice-president is that of confidant 
or soundboard to the President and a support to the head of the 
administration, being the Registrar.  It is also a public relations role 
that extends the reaches of the president in his absence. In Sotho 
we say “motlatsa setulo”, meaning ‘the one who fills the chair when 
seconded to’. To fill such a chair is an immense and delicate duty, it 

means one should always hold and know the values of the president 
and that of the Council. It is an ongoing act of service that should 
never retires. The 5th Term Council achieved all its mandates, and 
new 6th Term will be tasked with continuing this trajectory. 

As I pen this letter to you, the 6th Term Council ushered in new 
astute colleagues of this profession, to augment and further 
season the board. We look with excitement to their contributions 
and wisdom. A full Council can only enhance and benefit our 
future. The future of the architectural practitioner and that of 
the public that we protect and serve. This term will commence 
with our strategic session. We will go into session and map the 
strategy that will feed the committees of SACAP. We are expected 
to plot a clear strategy by the current foremothers and forefathers, 
from which we will be held accountable. I look to the wisdom 
and leadership from President Charles Nduku, Councillors Mr. 
Dhanashwar Basdew, Mr. Kevin Bingham, Kevin Bingham, Ms 
Singalakha Bongela, Ms Kaylee Cupido, Dr Jennifer Mirembe, Mr 
Lufuno Nematswerani, Ms Mandisa Pepeta, Vusi Phailane, and 
Mr Rolihlahla Vuzane.

 A full Council can only 
enhance and benefit our 
future. The future of the 
architectural practitioner 
and that of the public that 
we protect and serve. 

VALUES AND 
MISSION FOR 
THE 6TH TERM 
COUNCIL

Ms Letsabisa Shongwe 
Vice-President of SACAP

N E W S L E T T E R
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My mission for the 6th Term Council is that we continue to ride on the 
cohesion that was inculcated by the 4th Term interim Council. This 
much-needed calm in our profession layed the foundation to later 
5th term’s exceptional achievements with shining relationships with 
the Competitions Commission, Construction SETA, and our main 
Stakeholders, namely the Minster of public works and Voluntary 
Associations. In calm and love for the architectural industry and 
healthy debates being encouraged, only great achievements can 
happen. Cohesion does not mean a disregard for differences in 
opinion but rather a deliberate intention to commit to one purpose 
for a successful term and a united architectural profession with all 
stakeholders, including our valuable voluntary associations. 

The mission of the Honourable Minister to have 50% women 
on the Council, gave rise to a count of 5 women out of 11 seats. 
This is a first for the history of this Council. This is indicative of his 
commitment to transformation. The words of our transformation 
champion and Council member, Mandisa Pepeta, “transformation 
is an all-in and not an exclusionary tool at the expense of the other.” 
The goal of the Council in transformation is to continue to encourage 
the articulation through the professional levels through recognition 
of prior learning and through universities with the mind to create 
professionals that will mirror the demographics of our society. At 
the heart of the transformation is access to work. All stake-holding 
missions and advisory panels to the ministry will be loaded with 
ways to assist the Minister’s agenda on infrastructure. 

An important objective of the 6th Term Council will be further 
enforcement against unregistered professionals. SACAP’s 
administration has further empowered itself via the employment of 
staff with forensic criminal investigating qualifications and a policing 
background. This move is designed to counter the rise of purports 
as is evident on social media, masquerading as professionals at the 
expense of the paying public.

No village can sustain itself and evolve without the candidates of 
Architecture that are endeavouring to become professionals. This 
fresh crop of leaders is our future, and as the 6th Term Council, I 
foresee that we will very likely consider creating a code of conduct 
for the candidates, possibly a whole Act that supports these 
aspirants. One could say a Code of Conduct is also a way of being 
and becoming. If we help them to ‘become’, then they will ‘be’. I 
often speak on the plight of candidates and their need for valuable, 
fruitful links to professional offices. 

The Architectural profession is a member of the ‘Allied Professions’ 
as engraved in the Act. This symbiotic overlay that brings about the 
well planned buildings, is a very pertinent relationship that operates 

best when boundaries are clear and professional. We will continue 
to hone these relationships as they cultivate in harmony during 
projects. On the achievements of SACAP, we are ready to share pages 
from our books for the further development of the entire industry.

In his uncontested second Term of presidency, President Charles 
Nduku, will continue to steer the Council while as he has done 
before, with humility and clarity. We are blessed with exceptional 
leaders that have served in the 5th Term and now again in 6th Term. 
As a practitioner, I often mention that I serve SACAP with a ‘full heart’ 
and at my practice I serve ‘full time’. The two have come to rest on 
my desk in harmony. This symphonic dance helps to bring outcomes 
that are both thorough, sensible and tested.

To the losses of the practitioner is the municipal engagement. SACAP 
knows that swifter approval of building plans, means business 
relationships are enhanced and restored. My personal dream is a 
streamlined national municipal online plan submission strategy with 
a 14-days turnaround. My dreams are ambitious at best, but why 
not, we derive our livelihood from this profession, and we drink deep 
from loving this well. SACAP will continue to forge was to ease the 
municipal burden. All sectors are evolving, as is the Architectural 
professional. Like water we should adapt to maintain sustainability 
and like the Dahomey Worriers of Benin, we should soldier on with 
brevity and innovation. Playing small serves no one and we are all 
born to make manifest the glory of our spiritual guides, as Marianne 
Williamson wrote.  (Adapted for inclusivity).

As women, mothers, wives, businesspersons, and educators, I 
believe that we have an inherent ability to weave the mandates of 
SACAP with stealth and rigor. We have meandered the challenges 
in harmony with the gentlemen of the Council and believe we can 
continue to do so. After all, we have one goal in mind: the aspiration 
of our constituents and registered members. In good governance, 
the Council should always enable the Sacap Administration and 
its Registrar to do its work independently while carrying out the 
resolutions of Council. At the core of who we are, as I have observed, 
is that we know that the stability of the Council is the stability of the 
Administration and its committed Staff. Our work awaits us, much 
to be done. 

It is a privilege to serve as vice-president once again and sincerely, 
I thank you.  

Yours in Architecture and its life, 

Architect Ms Letsabisa Shongwe, 
6th Term Vice-President of SACAP.
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THE 6TH TERM SOUTH AFRICAN 
COUNCIL FOR THE ARCHITECTURAL 
PROFESSION INAUGURATION

The South African Council for the Architectural Profession 
(SACAP) is thrilled to announce the inauguration of the 6th Term 
Council, marking the commencement of a promising new era, 

which was held at the SACAP office on Friday 17 November 2023. 
The council is dedicated to upholding the integrity and excellence of 
the architectural profession in South Africa.

We are proud to introduce the elected President of the 6th  term Council 
Mr. Charles Ntsindiso Nduku, and Ms Letsabisa Shongwe, as the Vice 
President of the 6th  Term Council. The two candidates’ previous roles 
as President and Vice President of the 5th Term Council underscores 
their exceptional leadership and commitment to the profession.

With a remarkable track record and extensive experience, the 
President and Vice President bring an intimate understanding of 
SACAP’s mandate and an unwavering commitment to its mission. 
Under his guidance, we are confident that the Council will continue 
to flourish and advance the architectural profession.

“As the new President, I will lead a team, together, we will navigate 
challenges and opportunities, ensuring SACAP remains at the 
forefront of promoting architectural excellence, ethical conduct, and 
professionalism,” said SACAP’s new President.

The 6th  Term Council Council is committed to prioritising the 
transformation of the architectural profession. In a significant move 
towards inclusion, four women, Ms. Letsabisa Shongwe, Ms. Mandisa 
Pepeta, Dr. Jennifer Mirembe, Ms. Kaylee Cupido, and Ms. Singalakhe 
Bongela, have been appointed as members of the Council.

The rest of the 6th  Term Council is made up of Mr. Charles Nduku, 
Ms. Letsabisa Shongwe, Mr Kevin Bingham, Mr. Rolihlahla Vuzane, 
Mr Vusi Phailane, Dr. Jennifer Mirembe, Mr Lufuno Nematswerani, 
Mr. Dhanashwar Basdew, Ms. Mandisa Pepeta, Ms Kaylee Cupido, 
and Ms. Singalakhe Bongela.

The Council will build upon the achievements of the 5th Term Council 
while actively engaging with Voluntary Associations, registered 
persons, the government, and various stakeholders.

Mr Mpho Mashaba, on behalf of the Minister of Public Works and 
Infrastructure, emphasized, “The 6th term Council must continue the 
good work of the 5th term and work even harder to deliver on SACAP 
mandates, advising the Government on all architectural-related issues.”

The SACAP Registrar, Advocate Toto Fiduli said ”SACAP is committed 
to regulating the profession. With the guidance of the 6th Term 
Council, we are well-positioned to shape the future of the profession 
and embrace the challenges and opportunities that lies ahead.”
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In the world of construction and architecture, where innovation 
meets craftsmanship, two revered ABC-certified publications 
stand as pillars of insight and inspiration: To Build and SA Building 

Review. These prestigious magazines have long been the lodestar 
for professionals and enthusiasts alike, offering a panoramic view of 
the ever-evolving building industry landscape in South Africa.

To Build:
With an unwavering commitment to spotlighting architectural brilliance 
and cutting-edge trends, To Build magazine has been a beacon for those 
passionate about design, construction, and development. Its pages 
breathe life into the visionary ideas that shape our skylines, providing 
a platform where creativity converges with technical expertise.

The upcoming 2024 quarterly editions of To Build promise to be 
a compendium of groundbreaking projects and thought-provoking 
articles. As the final deadline looms, the anticipation for this quarterly 
published magazine intensifies. Its pages, poised to capture the 
essence of architectural marvels, are set to unfold narratives of 
innovation, sustainability, and unparalleled craftsmanship.
 

To Build: Current September - November 2023 Edition

SA Building Review:
On the other hand, the SA Building Review Annual publication stands 
tall as a definitive guide, delving deep into the intricate facets of the 
building industry. This publication is a testament to the dedication 
and tireless efforts of industry experts, presenting a comprehensive 
overview of projects, trends, challenges, and advancements within 
the construction sphere.

The imminent release of the 12th edition of SA Building Review 
2024 marks yet another milestone in its legacy. A culmination of 
meticulous research, insightful analysis, and expert opinions, this 
edition aims to encapsulate the essence of progress within the 
South African construction domain. It stands as a testament to the 
resilience and adaptability of the industry in the face of evolving 
demands and global shifts.

 

SA Building Review: 2023 Edition

Bookings Now Open:
As the final touches are being crafted for the 2024 editions of 
both To Build and SA Building Review, the opportunity arises for 
industry players to seize the moment. The allure of being featured 
within the pages of these distinguished publications is not merely 
about recognition; it’s about sharing groundbreaking ideas and 
contributing to the collective tapestry of architectural brilliance.

In a world where each blueprint tells a unique story, To Build and 
SA Building Review continue to serve as canvases where these 
stories are painted with finesse, dedication, and an unwavering 
commitment to excellence. As these magazines pave the way for the 
future of architecture and construction, their significance remains 
unparalleled, transcending mere pages to become indispensable 
companions in the journey of building greatness. Bookings for both 
To Build and SA Building Review, for the 2024 editions are now open, 
inviting contributions from those at the forefront of architectural 
innovation and construction excellence.
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CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE:
TO BUILD AND SA BUILDING REVIEW

Here’s who to contact, depending on your enquiry:
ADVERTISING
To advertise in SA Building Review, email jacqui@sabuildingreview.co.za
To advertise in To Build, email rene@tobuild.co.za

MEDIA PARTNERSHIP 
To do a media partnership, email maurisha@mediaxpose.co.za

Media Xpose is excited about being your preferred publishing 
house, committed to ensuring ‘Excellence in Exposure’.
– Elroy van Heerden Mays: CEO/Publisher, elroy@mediaxpose.co.za

https://tobuild.co.za/view-to-build-online/
https://sabuildingreview.co.za/
Mailto:jacqui@sabuildingreview.co.za
Mailto:rene@tobuild.co.za
Mailto:maurisha@mediaxpose.co.za
Mailto:elroy@mediaxpose.co.za
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As we close SACAP offices for the holiday season on 14 December 2023, 
administratively, we have optimized our internal processes, and improved efficiency 

and productivity. This has significantly improved the performance of SACAP as 
reflected on the quarterly reports. We thank each employee of SACAP for the 

tremendous effort put in this year towards achievements of our strategic goals. We 
hope you enjoy your well-earned downtime with friends and family.

A big thank you to the 5th term Council President, Vice President and the Council for 
their stewardship of the profession throughout the term of office. Over the term of 

office, the 5th term Council exercised their oversight and guidance duties rigorously and 
this led to the achievements of statutory mandates of SACAP in an ethical manner. 
As we close this year, the 5th term Council finished their term of office knowing that 

they have achieved core statutory mandates of SACAP. The 6th term Council has been 
inaugurated and we look forward to another successful term of office.

Warmest Wishes for the Holiday Season to all registered architectural professionals 
who continue to play a critical role in the development of our communities, creating 

healthy ‘built environments’ that serve the needs of all citizens. Throughout the 
year, our registered professionals have shaped the places where people live, school 
and work, restoring and improving the social, economic, and physical aspects of our 

communities. Enjoy well earned downtime with family and friends.

 - Advocate (Adv) Toto Fiduli

FROM THE 
REGISTRAR’S 

DESK

N E W S L E T T E R
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THANK YOU
SPECIAL EDITION NEWSLETTER

OUR CONTACT DETAILS
Telephone: + 27 11 479 5000
Fax: + 27 11 479 5100
Office Hours: 08h00 - 16h30 (Monday - Friday)

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
51 Wessel Road, Right Wing, Rivonia, Sandton, 2128
GPS co-ordinates : Latitude : 26.04567 and Longitude : 28.06055

POSTAL ADDRESS
P O Box 1500, Rivonia, 2128

EMAIL COMMUNICATION
Please note that any enquiries relating to Professional Registration, 
including Annual Fees, Registration, CPD etc may be directed to the 
following email adresses:

CONTACT CENTRE
General enquiries - Registration, Upgrades, Professional Practice 

Exams (PPE), Continuing Professional Development (CPD), 
frequently asked questions (FAQ)

Email: info@sacapsa.com 

FINANCE UNIT
Account - Annual Fees and other fees accounts including CPD 

renewal fees, re-registration fees
Email: accounts@sacapsa.com

LEGAL
Filing a complaint and lodging an affidavit

Email: legal@sacapsa.com 


